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. ACTION ARA-1S 
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partment of State 


INCOMING d 
TELEGRAM/7 


INFO OCT-01 AOS-00 ClAE-00 DCOE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 

PA-01 ICA-11 SF-02 PM-06 NSC-0S SS-1S HA-OS /071 W 
.-.0S0585 0922341 /6G 

P R 09)9332 OCT 79 
FM AHEMBASSY BUENOS 'AIRES . 

TO SECSTATE WASKDC PRIORITY 2695 
AMEHBA3SY SANTIAGO 
AHEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
AHEMBASSY BRASILIA 

-INFO CHO WASW0C//11DP//61311 f 

CINCLAHTFIT NORFOLK VA 
usocmsoL ah r 

USC■ TIC30 QUARRY HT3 CZ 


£.0. 12065: GOS-1 IO-9-6S ICA'STRO, RAUl H) OA*n 
TAGS: AR, KARR 

SUBJECT: XX UNITAS; JOINT US/ARGENTINA NAVAL OPERATIONS 


2. STRAINED AND COOL RELATIONS EXISTING BETWEEN ARGENTINA 
AND US NAVIES WERE GREATLY IKPROVED BY ARGENTINA'S OE 1 

CIS)ON TO PARTICIPATE IN XX UNITAS OPERATION ^ OWNING NY DAY 
_ IN AND DAY OUT CONTACTS WITH ARGENTINA NAVAL PERSONNEL I Hi 
' HAD BECOME QUITE EVIDENT DURING THE PAST TWO YEARS RELATIONS. 
T"TTT w L U I HUGH )TINE A?ib~AnERICAH~WAV)ES--EVEH THOUGH PR OEER-UFR? 

_JAfi FROK BEING FRIENDLY. CURING MY flKST YEAR IN ARGENTINA, 

EVERYT1KE I C«Ki ImTcNTACT WITH AOKIRAL MASSE BA--THEM NAVY i . 
COMMANDER -1 URGED NIK FOR ARGENTINA UNITAS PARTICIPATION . 

ALTHOUGH SOMEWHAT VAGUE AND HON-COMMITTAL, IT BECAME 
EVIDENT MAGSERA UAS UNHAPPY UITH 

OUR FOREIGN POLICY, REAFFIRMING HIS VIEWS BY GOA'S NON¬ 
PARTICIPATION IN UNITAS. LANEHUSCH1N I' S* 915TPEES OVER CUR 
FOH POLICY IS ALSO WELL KNOWN, EXCEPT THAT ADMIRAL lAMBRUSCKINI' 
OFFERED MORE FLEXIBILITY AND OFTERN EXPRESSED HIS DESIRE TO 
WORK WITH US NAVAL FORCES. 

3. WITH SOME COAXING ADMIRAL lAMBRUSCKINI FINALLY MADE IT 

KNOWN ARGENTINA WOULD PARTICIPATE IN XX UNITAS NAVAL OPERAT IONS. HE 
PLACED 

ONE CAVEAT AND THAT WAS OF IT BEING A LOW- 

KEY OPERATION—WITHOUT THE USUAL HULLA^AILO AND FANFARE. 

I VISITED PUERTO BELGRANO ON THE LAST'”OAY OF NAVAL MANEUVERS. 

I WAS MET WITH THE TRADITIONAL BASE -COURTESl/S AT THE AIR¬ 
PORT THEN TAKEN FOR A COMPLETE TOUR OF.PUERTO BEICRSNO’S 
NAVAL BASE. I CAME IN CONTACT WITH ..OFFICERS AND SAILORS OF j 

BOTH NAVIES, I HAD NEVER SEEN A CLOSER AMD FRIENDLIER 11 / 

RELATICN3HIP~BETWE'EN PERSONNEL,'<fr BOTH NAVIES AS~I HAD / l' ] 

WITNESSED THAT DAY.' . C ' 

4. ON THAT EVENING 6£MtlJ$EP 30), A BUFFET-01 HUES DANCE 

WAS HELD AT THE RECREATIG*l HALL. THIS BUFFET-DINNER WAS HOSTED __ 
8Y ADMIRAL TOfiTI OF THE ARGENTINE NAVY WITH REAR ADMIRAL f 

JOHN J. ECKLUND (USN) AND I AS HONORED GUESTS. A TYPICAL NEW YEAR'S/ 
EVE SPIRIT SEEMED TO PREVAIL THROUGHOUT THE ” / 

- EVENING, THE ONLY INGREDIENT niSSINC WAS THE SINGING OF I £ 

rAULD LANG SYNE". IT . VAC APPARENT THAT GOOD RELATIONS HA D / 

REACHED ITS HIGH PEAK. THIS WAS BORNE OUT.IK MY INTERVIEWS _/ 

WITH OFFICERS OF BOTH NAVAL FORCES. 

5. DURING THE EVENING I HAD LONG CHATS WITH ADMIRAL T0RT1, 

THE SENIOR OFFICER PRESENT. HE MANIFESTED SATISFACTION 
AND HAPPINESS OVER THE SUCCESS Of THE JOINT OPERATION . HE 
5PQKE WARMLY OF THE UNITED STATES ANO HOPED THE PREVAILING 
FRIENDLY SPIRIT WAS OF A F£PHASENT NATURE AND NOT JUST - 

'A ONE-SHOT GOODWIl INJECTION. HIS COUNTER-PART-RtAR ADMIFwL_,,_ , „ 
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JOHN JOSEPH ECKLU ND—LIKEWISE ECHOED HIS REMARKS . ADMIRAL 
ECKLUND ALSO EXUDED PRICE OVER THE SUCCESSFUL - MANEUVERS, 

BUT FOREMOST HE WAS PLEASED OVER THE FRIEHOLY COMRADERj E ' 
REGAINED AFTER A TVO-YEAP'S LAPSE OF HON-ACTiori "** 

6. DURING MY TOUR OF PUERTO BELGRANO EASE, WORD CAME TO ME 
THAT CAPTAIN ALLARA, CCMHJANDES OF 25 OE MAYO AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER'AND FORMER DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER, WANTED ME TO VISIT 
HIS SHIP. THIS WAS DONE. CAPTAIN ALLARA WAS EXTREMELY HAPPY TO 
SEE HE-AS FOR OVER CHE YEAR HE AND I SHARED MANY OF THE 
THEN EXISTING USG/SOA PROBLEMS. DURING Kl's DAYS IN THE 
FOHOFF, CAPT. ALLARA HAD ALWAYS BEEN ACCESSIBLE AND NEVES 
STOOD ON PROTOCOL. EVEN THOUGH DURING THOSE DAYS. USD HAD 
MUCH MORE SERIOUS HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS WITH GOA THAil TOPAY . ' \ 
'HE,-NEVERTHELESS, ALWAYS LISTENED, GAVE GCA'S SIDE OF THE 
STORY BUT WAS NEVER HOSTILE. IT CAN BE SAID ALlASA TENDS 
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TH ALLARA, HE BROUGHT OUT jA**'**'*'^^ . 


7. DURING MY CONVERSATION WITH ALLARA, HE BROUGHT OUT 
THE FACT THAT TI MERMAN’S BFLE JUTf HAD STIRRED A NEGATIV^J JIP 
AMONG BASE MILITARY PERSCiNjEl. HE EXPLAINED THE TIMING OF 
THE REl'EA"sTw?S - CFF. HrSTATED MOST BASE PERSONNEL ^ 
INTERPRETED TIHERHAN'S RELEASE AS A SIGN OF GOA'S WEAKNESS. 
HE FELT THIS WOULO TAKE AN EDUCATICNAL PROCESS ON THEIR 
PART TO PLACATE RASE PERSONNEL. MY MEETING WITH ALLARA 
’ TOOK PLACE A DAY AFTER GENERAL HfNENDEZ' A80TIVE ATTEMPT 
TO DEFY THE VIOElA GOVT. HE INTERPRETED MENEMDEi'S MOVE 
AS A SAD ONE AND ILL AOVISEC. HE STATED THERE WERE OTHER 
INTELLECTUAL AUTHORS WHO HAD GIVEN LIP SERVICE AND 
ENCOURAGEMENT TO MENENDEI. ALLARA THEN MACE AM INTERESTING 
OBSERVATION ABOUT THE IMAGE'OF THE MILITARY. HiS VIEW WAS^Y 


F SERVICE AIIC 
N MADE AH INTERESTING 
LITA RY. HiS VIEW.WAS 

siig ef j T ah il u ^on -#1. 

THE TIME WAS 


JHE DOWNWARD TRE ND. ALLARA EXPLAINED THE TIME WAS A*-**~'‘ 
RIGHT.FOR GOA TO START USING CIVILIAN PERSONNEL. HE CONCLUDED BY 
PREDICTING A LONG ANO TROUBLESOME ROAD AHEAD FOR THE MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT. HE DID NOT FORESEE A CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT BEFORE 
FIVE YEARS. 

8. NOTWITHSTANDING CAPT. ALLARA’S RATHER OOUR FORECAST ON 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT, I AM CONVINCED THAT BOTH NAVIES HAVE 
CONTRIBUTED TO BETTER RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES BY 
THE JOINT UNITAS XX EXERCISE. THE TWO YEAR HIATUS WAS 
POLITICALLY BASED BUT THE CURRENT NAVY COMMANDER HAS RE¬ 
ASSESSED RELATIONS FOR THIS YEAR AT LEAST. THOSE WHO 
PARTICIPATED HAVE FOUND A RENEWED BASIS FOR COOPERATION 
IN HEMISPHERIC NAVAL MANEUVERS. HOW THE OPERATIONS WilLJE 
VIEWED NEXT YEAR-ESPECIALLY BY NAVY HEADQUARTERS POlITICAL^' „ 
ADVISORS, REMAINS TO BE SEEN. ARGENTINA NAVY JOINT OPERATIONS 
ARE AS HARD TO FORETELL 12 MONTHS IK ADVANCE AS ANY OTHER 
POLITICAL DECISION. 
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